
Family of student wins $3 million in abuse case
Former teacher given probation at 2006 trial
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A f ederal judge has awarded $3 million to the f amily  of  a student who was sexually  abused by  a
f ormer middle school teacher.

U.S. District Judge Karon Bowdre entered the order against Charles Andrews, 55, who taught at
Huey town's Pittman Middle School. Andrews surrendered his teaching license March 1, 2006, af ter he
pleaded guilty  in Bessemer's Jef f erson County  Circuit Court in February  2006 to second-degree
sexual abuse. He was sentenced to two y ears' probation.

The $3 million judgment, which was announced Friday , resulted f rom a lawsuit f iled against Andrews
by  the student's parents seeking compensation f or the pain and suf f ering endured by  the eighth-
grader in late 2004 and early  2005. The lawsuit claimed the Jef f erson County  Board of  Education and
the school's principal ignored the student's allegations. Both the board and principal, howev er, were
dismissed f rom the suit.

The judgment was in def ault because Andrews acknowledged being serv ed with the lawsuit, but didn't
respond to it. Ef f orts to reach Andrews were unsuccessf ul.

Tommy  James, the plaintif f 's lawy er, said the judgment - $2.5 million in punitiv e and $500,000 in
compensatory  damages - sends a message that such conduct will not be tolerated.

"When parents send their children to school, they  should not hav e to worry  that they  are being prey ed
upon by  teachers who are sexual predators," James said. "Sadly , this is now a widespread problem in
American schools and my  client is hopef ul that this judgment will bring awareness to this issue and
help prev ent this f rom happening again to another student."

The lawsuit contended the girl, who was 14 at the time, was kissed and f ondled by  Andrews, a
computer lab teacher and bus driv er who had been with the county  school sy stem since 1989. James
said Andrews was also a minister at the time of  the incident.

James said all av enues will be explored to recov er the money , including checking to see if  Andrews
has any  insurance cov erage. He said he will also place liens against any  property  Andrews owns and
garnishee any  wages.

"We're going to proceed to collect whatev er we can against him," James said.
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