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‘Lawsuit filed
in Partlow
patient death

' ByTOMGORDON -
= News staff writer
A lawsult sccks unspeci-
fied punitive and compensa-
tory damagos from the state
Department of Mental
Health, Mental Health Com-
, missioner John Houston and
- W.D. Partlow . Developmen-
“'tal *Conter director Vance
o Liles in the. Jan, 2, 2008,
death of a Partlow resident, -
The sult, filed Tuesday. in
Tuscaloosa County ' Clrcuit
“Court, charges that. Johnnie ,
- Mack Whitten, 58, died be-
‘| 'cause . Partlow' ‘employees
failed to give him the care he -
‘| needed andleft 'him alone
‘| ‘and unsupervised.
Bfforts to ' rench John
nZelgler, -a' mental _health .
.department spokesman,
were unsuccossful, © !

+years, Whitten, who suffored’
i from “profound  mental re-
" tardation” and' limited vi-
" slon, had a'care plan.requir-
Ang: "“one~on-one

# family, “One-on-
+ bne ' obgervation : requires

was to have been within®
- arm's length of Mr. Whitten
- at all times,” the complaint
states, . 2
“The:complaint states that
- Partlow employees, not yet
named but | who Wil 'be \
added 'bF'namo* to the:sult, '
llow the caro plan,,
and that Whitten was:found:"
~lying on ‘the' floor o the
morning of Jan.. 2,./12000, .

and a large brufse; Whitten'

. extenalve. bleeding' In,: and
- dlsplacement of, hls brain,””

("M ‘Whitten's fatal dnjury |

was. the final event in a sys-
., temic pattern of Injurles sug-
* tpined “during), K8 twonty-
‘cight year stay at Partlow,”
. the complaintatates, " .
" While ' seeking damages,
~ the sult also asks the cour(
~ to require the mental health .
department “and  all’ future
- commissloners to. see that
- .the residents of Partlow are’
_safe, and that employees aro
* properly téained, supervisnd,
' and ‘required to expressly -
. .adhere ' to the pqllclpn;v,a;;@-

A Partlow restdent for 28

obacrvatlon, according to
=1, tho comrlnlnt filed on be-' |
7147 half of. h

“that a derln'riment employee |/

“ With' cuts ‘near’ hiy.! Bft eyo |
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*.“I am only doing what is’
required of me,” Smithetman

said, “If this is my duty, I'm

going to do it.” /
* Last month Langford’'s
name was placed on the fed-
cral Excluded Parties List — a
list of people and organiza-
tions Banned, from conduct-

. agencles — by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. An
EPA lawyer in Atlanta learned
nf-LanB?(,)rd'n indictmont and
forwarded that - information
to authoritics in Washington,
The listing is the result of
101-count federal indictment

. that names Langford, along
with Mnmlgomety Investment
banker Bill Blount and lobby-
ist Al LaPlerre. All three inen

* deny the accusations of con-
spliracy and bribery. They are
scheduled for treial Aug. 31.

""" Federal money makes u
about 5 percent or $21 mil-
lion of the city's total $420,9

“milllon budget, Without an
authorlzed official to slgn off

""on _the contracts, millfons of
dollars might not be avallable

“to the city,

On Tuesday, Pearson ar--

ted that under the Mayor/

“Council  Act,  Smitherman

should take . those  dutlos,

JThere' 18 no provision . to
honor Langford's request, he

sald, and doing sb would vio-

late the federal government's

- ‘nction against the mayor.

1 “Any department. head of

i/ the city of Birmingham is un-.

vider the thumb of the mayor,”

 ‘Pearson said, “Fot you to join ,

*'In concert with him, then l31mu

' are a co-conspirator with him

In trying to evade the rules.”

. Cooper . disagreed, citing

'EDUCATION BRI
EVENTS ;

- Auburn University's
l_lalPh B, DmupilanIbrarx
- will display “Qhapac Nan,”
" an exhibit of 80 photographs
showcaalng South America's
. Great Inka Trail, through
Tueaday, A
‘P The University of North
1+ Alabama Writers Serics will'
‘welcome award-winning |
‘poet, playwright, songwriter
“and musician Joy Harjo for
wo free public appearances
. this month, Harjo will read',,
[from her work at 7:30 p.m, on
nyrlm and 10 a.m, on April
17 in the Porformance Conter
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